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Forty-six characters comprising the Japanese "alphabet" allow English-speaking children (or

Japanese youngsters beginning to read and write) to jot down simple words in Japanese â€” from

ahiru (duck) to yubi (finger). 336 ready-to-color illustrations accompany Japanese characters and

their English transliteration.
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If you have a child interested in studying Japanese, you will find "My First Hiragana Activity Book" a

valuable tool. It is easy to follow, with lots of vocabulary and cute pictures supporting each hiragana.

Unlike most hiragana work books, which you use once and throw away, this book can be used to

practice vocabulary words long after the hiragana has been mastered.Learning hiragana is the first

step to learning Japanese. You simply can't make any progress in the language without it. Because

of syllable-based structure of the language, being able to recognize and pronounce the various

hiragana is a necessary foundation. There are only forty-six hiragana characters, so learning them

is a fairly easy task. Much less daunting than the thousands of kanji one must master as your skills

progress!"My First Hiragana Activity Book" teaches the hiragana in the normal order. Each entry

takes up a page, and has two blocks to trace over the character, then six blocks for practice. Each



character is supported by about nine pictures that start with that character. For example, the first

character "ah" is accompanied by the words like "ahiru" (duck), "ame" (rain), "ashi" (foot) and

"atama" (head). The English readings are not given for the words, only a picture, which is a useful

technique to allow association of that word directly with the image, rather than translating it into

English.A drawback to "My First Hiragana Activity Book" is that there are not really enough spaces

for repetition of the characters. Writing a character six times isn't going to be enough to master it.

However, most people studying Japanese keep a separate notebook for repetition practice, and so

the extra spaces aren't really needed.
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